
Section 17. - [Canvassing of returns; certi�cates of election].

The Election Commission hereinafter created shall convene at the o�ce of the City Clerk at 7:30 o'clock

P.M. on the �rst day succeeding any general or special election and shall canvass the results of such

elections, and shall determine the vote upon all questions and propositions and declare whether the same

have been adopted or rejected and what persons have been elected at such election to the several o�ces

respectively. The person receiving the highest number of votes for any o�ce shall be deemed to have been

duly elected to that o�ce, until such time as voting machine equipment capable of implementing instant

run-o� voting is available and obtained by the City of Ferndale, and such equipment is approved by the

Election Commission, thereafter, for the o�ce of mayor or council, a candidate for o�ce shall be elected by

a majority of voters, with each voter designating a �rst preference and subsequent preferences; such that if

no candidate receives a majority of �rst preferences, then the candidate with the fewest �rst preferences is

eliminated and the second preferences of the voters for that candidate are counted instead with that

process being continued until one candidate receives a majority of votes. If less than three candidates seek

a particular o�ce, the person receiving the highest number of votes for that o�ce shall be deemed to have

been duly elected to that o�ce. If more than one person is to be elected to any o�ce then the persons,

equal in number to the number to be elected to that o�ce, receiving the highest number of votes for that

o�ce, shall be deemed to have been duly elected to that o�ce, until such time as voting machine

equipment capable of implementing instant run-o� voting is available and obtained by the City of Ferndale,

and such equipment is approved by the Election Commission, thereafter persons seeking a council position

shall be elected by a majority of voters, with each voter designating a �rst preference and subsequent

preferences; such that if no candidate receives a majority of �rst preferences, then the candidate with the

fewest �rst preferences is eliminated and the secondary preferences of the voters for that candidate are

counted instead with that process being continued until candidates receive a majority of votes. When a

candidate is elected for council, all ballots are recounted using the method outlined above, but this time

excluding any preferences designated for the elected candidate. This process continues until all o�ces to be

elected are �lled. Upon such determination, the City Clerk shall make duplicate certi�cates under the

corporate seal of the City of such determination, one of which certi�cates he shall �le in the o�ce of the

County Clerk and the other shall be �led in the o�ce of the City Clerk. Certi�cates of election shall also be

issued to each candidate elected to the several o�ces.

(Amended November 2, 2004)

Editor's note— A board of canvassers was established by MSA § 6.1030(1).


