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Early Childhood Educators
Set Illinois Kids on the Path
to Success
New report from civic leaders emphasizes far-reaching value of

this “workforce behind the workforce”
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The research is extensive and clear: Quality early childhood programs can

strengthen Illinois’ current and future workforce, bolster crime prevention, and

enhance national security. Such programs range from high-quality child care

and preschool to key birth-to-3 initiatives, such as home-visiting services of

“coaching” help for new and expecting parents. Unfortunately, Illinois’ early

childhood system falls shy of meeting the needs of children, families, and

communities, with resulting consequences for our state’s economy and public

safety, not to mention our country’s most basic security.

A new report from Council for a Strong America-Illinois focuses on one vital

aspect of efforts to improve this picture. It notes that the most fundamental

features of solid early learning programs include “highly-qualified staff who are

well-trained both before and during their service and who are adequately

supported and compensated.” Yet in Illinois, child care teachers earn an

average of only $28,730 per year and preK teachers about $35,840,

compared with $65,790 for kindergarten educators. In birth-to-3 programs, the

disparities are even more bleak.

Better compensation, support, and training are central to stabilizing the early

childhood field and building-out a stronger system of birth-to-5 services,

according to this report released by leaders from business, law enforcement,

and the military. Program quality, access, and equity depend upon boosting

this hardworking “workforce behind our entire workforce.”

Fortunately, as Gov. Pritzker and state leaders call for expanding early

childhood services, informed by the recommendations of a bipartisan

commission, there are successes on which Illinois can build further. These

include pandemic-era Strengthen & Grow grants to help child care centers and

homes strengthen staff recruitment, retention, and compensation increases —

an effort that Illinois should extend. Similarly, the Early Childhood Access

Consortium for Equity Scholarship Program is a relatively new but significant

collaboration between two- and four-year higher education institutions to grow

the credentials of early care and learning professionals.

These and similar measures will be necessary to more concretely reflect the

value of our early childhood workforce, placing its teachers and staff in a

better position to put children, and our state, on the path to success.

— JOHN IDLEBURG, LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF

Read the Report

Read More About

Child Care Early Learning ECE Workforce Preschool

States

Illinois

FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS  

MISSION: READINESS  READYNATION

FEBRUARY 7, 2023

Investing in Kids’ Well-
Being is Foundational to
our State’s Success
Blog

READYNATION  JANUARY 17, 2023

Solving the Child Care
Crisis: A Shared, Public-
Private Responsibility
Report

FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS  

MARCH 31, 2022

Rural Illinois Law
Enforcement Leaders:
Strengthen Early Care &
Education to Better
Address Crime and Other
Challenges
Blog | Event

MISSION: READINESS  

FEBRUARY 15, 2022

Investing in Illinois’ Child
Care Sector Can Improve
National Security
Report

Related

The early childhood
workforce plays a

critical role in crime
prevention by laying

the foundation for kids
to succeed

academically and
socially.”

“

Our Organizations

Fight Crime: Invest in Kids

Mission: Readiness

ReadyNation

Champions for America's Future

Shepherding the Next Generation

Issues

Early Childhood Education

K-16

Health

Additional Priorities

About Us

Our Organization

Our People

#StrongKidsStrongNation

States

National

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

U.S. Territories

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Early Childhood Educators Set Illinois Kids on the Path to

Success (PDF 4.96 MB)

Join Us

Donate 
MENU DONATE

https://www.strongnation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StrongNationUSA
https://www.twitter.com/StrongNationUSA
https://www.youtube.com//channel/UCnxRXDTZCnwyFliNjuj_mPw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2816521
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/council-for-a-strong-america
https://www.strongnation.org/fightcrime
https://www.strongnation.org/missionreadiness
https://www.strongnation.org/readynation
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strongnation.org%2Farticles%2F2119-early-childhood-educators-set-illinois-kids-on-the-path-to-success
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?dnt=true&text=Early+Childhood+Educators+Set+Illinois+Kids+on+the+Path+to+Success&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strongnation.org%2Farticles%2F2119-early-childhood-educators-set-illinois-kids-on-the-path-to-success&via=StrongNationUSA
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&summary=New+report+from+civic+leaders+emphasizes+far-reaching+value+of+this+%E2%80%9Cworkforce+behind+the+workforce%E2%80%9D&title=Early+Childhood+Educators+Set+Illinois+Kids+on+the+Path+to+Success&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strongnation.org%2Farticles%2F2119-early-childhood-educators-set-illinois-kids-on-the-path-to-success
https://strongnation.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/1603/96e4b4b0-13c4-4509-a9c7-a9421648a76d.pdf?1676313608
https://oecd.illinois.gov/governors-early-childhood-funding-commission.html
https://www.isac.org/ECACEscholarship
https://www.strongnation.org/topics/child-care
https://www.strongnation.org/topics/early-learning
https://www.strongnation.org/topics/ece-workforce
https://www.strongnation.org/topics/preschool
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/illinois
https://www.strongnation.org/fightcrime
https://www.strongnation.org/missionreadiness
https://www.strongnation.org/readynation
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/2116-investing-in-kids-well-being-is-foundational-to-our-state-s-success
https://www.strongnation.org/readynation
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/2020-solving-the-child-care-crisis-a-shared-public-private-responsibility
https://www.strongnation.org/fightcrime
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/1896-rural-illinois-law-enforcement-leaders-strengthen-early-care-education-to-better-address-crime-and-other-challenges
https://www.strongnation.org/missionreadiness
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/1855-investing-in-illinois-child-care-sector-can-improve-national-security
https://www.strongnation.org/fightcrime
https://www.strongnation.org/missionreadiness
https://www.strongnation.org/readynation
https://www.strongnation.org/champions
https://www.strongnation.org/shepherding
https://www.strongnation.org/issues/early-childhood-education
https://www.strongnation.org/issues/k-16
https://www.strongnation.org/issues/health
https://www.strongnation.org/issues/additional-priorities
https://www.strongnation.org/about/our-organization
https://www.strongnation.org/about/our-people
https://www.strongnation.org/about/strongkidsstrongnation
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/national
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/alabama
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/alaska
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/arizona
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/arkansas
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/california
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/colorado
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/connecticut
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/delaware
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/district-of-columbia
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/florida
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/georgia
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/hawaii
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/idaho
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/illinois
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/indiana
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/iowa
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/kansas
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/kentucky
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/louisiana
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/maine
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/maryland
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/massachusetts
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/michigan
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/minnesota
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/mississippi
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/missouri
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/montana
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/nebraska
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/nevada
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/new-hampshire
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/new-jersey
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/new-mexico
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/new-york
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/north-carolina
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/north-dakota
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/ohio
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/oklahoma
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/oregon
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/pennsylvania
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/rhode-island
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/south-carolina
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/south-dakota
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/tennessee
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/texas
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/u-s-territories
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/utah
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/vermont
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/virginia
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/washington
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/west-virginia
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/wisconsin
https://www.strongnation.org/locations/wyoming
https://www.strongnation.org/documents/1603
https://strongnation.wufoo.com/forms/z77g55w0mjoptg/
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/council-for-a-strong-america
https://www.strongnation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StrongNationUSA
https://www.twitter.com/StrongNationUSA
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/council-for-a-strong-america

