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The Fair Representation Act
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Our democracy is fundamentally broken by fierce 
partisan divisions. Most voters are locked in con-
gressional districts that are increasingly skewed 
toward one party. Without the power to elect 
congressional members that represent them, 
Americans have no voice on Capitol Hill. The 
problem goes beyond gerrymandering, redistrict-
ing, and money. The problem is districting itself. 
The zero-sum game in which only one person 
is elected to represent each district no longer 
works in this era of hardened partisanship.

› 	Allow voters to express their full and true 
preferences by using ranked choice voting to 
elect representative(s).

› 	Create larger, multi-member districts with up 
to five members each.

› 	Organize a 15-member independent 
redistricting commission in each state 

“AMERICANS ACROSS THE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM ARE GROWING INCREASINGLY 
FRUSTRATED WITH OUR SYSTEM THAT 
OFFERS BINARY CHOICES AND PRIVILEGES 
THE IDEOLOGICAL EXTREMES. REFORMS LIKE 
THOSE IN THE FAIR REPRESENTATION ACT 
WOULD BEGIN TO ADDRESS THE SIMMERING 
ANGER AT OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM.”	

—Lanae Erickson, Senior Vice President of Third Way

WINNER-TAKE-ALL
Small District: One Winner

FAIR REPRESENTATION
Large District: Multiple Winners

consisting of ordinary citizens, not politicians 
or lobbyists, that includes an equal number of 
Republicans, Democrats, and independents.

WHY WE NEED THE FAIR 
REPRESENTATION ACT 

The Supreme Court in 2019 closed the 
door to a national legal solution to partisan 
gerrymandering. The U.S. Constitution does not 
say how states should elect their Members of 
the House of Representatives, and states used 
a variety of methods for most of the nation’s 
history. However, since 1970, every state has 
elected only one per district in a winner-take-all 
election, due to a federal law passed in 1967. 
After half a century of exclusive use of single-
winner districts, we need a new standard.
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“I ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORT THE FAIR REPRESENTATION ACT. I HAVE RECRUITED 
AND TRAINED HUNDREDS OF CANDIDATES AND HELPED TO ELECT BLACK 
WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF COLOR CANDIDATES ACROSS THE NATION. THE FAIR 
REPRESENTATION ACT WOULD FURTHER ENABLE CANDIDATES FROM DIVERSE 
BACKGROUNDS TO RUN, HAVE A FAIR SHOT TO WIN, AND OFFER A SOLUTION TO A 
HALF-CENTURY OF SINGLE WINNER DISTRICTS THAT REPRESENT THE FEW.”  
—  Jessica Byrd, Three Point Strategies & Movement for Black Lives 

“	ONE REFORM TO SAVE AMERICA.
IF WE’RE GOING TO HAVE JUST ONE 
STRUCTURAL REFORM TO HEAD OFF 
THAT NIGHTMARE, RANKED-CHOICE 
VOTING IN MULTIMEMBER DISTRICTS  
IS THE ONE TO CHOOSE.”

	 — David Brooks, New York Times Columnist

Benefits of the Bill

Elections under the single-winner 
district system are broken:
Elections are not competitive. More than 85% 
of U.S. House districts are completely safe for 
the party that holds them, and only 4% were 
true toss-ups in 2016. As a result, millions of 
Americans are perpetually represented by 
politicians they oppose.

Outcomes are distorted. Massachusetts 
Republicans haven’t elected a House Member in 
more than two decades. Arkansas Democrats are 
similarly shut out. Minor parties are nearly always 
shamed as “spoilers.” One party can run the 
House even when the other earns more votes. 

Representatives are more polarized than 
voters. Voters in general elections must choose 
between polarized candidates selected by 
highly partisan primary voters, leaving many 
without a route to representation.

The Fair Representation Act can help:
Meaningful elections. By electing candidates 
from multi-winner districts with at least three 
seats each, fair representation voting would 
allow every voter to elect someone from the 
major party they support. 

Accurate Representation. Because election 
results with ranked choice voting would be 
proportional within each district, the skewed 
outcomes of our current system would be a 
thing of the past. In every state, the number of 
seats earned by each party would align far more 
closely to their share of the vote.

Open elections to reflect our full diversity. With 
proportional outcomes and a wider variety of 
candidates advancing to the general election, 
the Fair Representation Act will create more fair 

Fair 
Representation

Civil Campaigns 
and

United Governance

No More 
Gerrymandering

VOTERS ENGAGE 
MORE WITH 

REPRESENTATIVES

Whether in the majority or minority, voters’ 
choices truly count. This creates governing 
bodies who reflect the diverse views and 
experiences of the people they represent. 

When multiple seats are elected fairly, 
candidates can’t take any voter for granted. 
You have greater choice, and your vote 
counts in every election. 
 

Larger districts that elect multiple members 
with fair representation voting makes 
it virtually impossible for politicians to 
manipulate maps to their advantage. This 
ensures competitive elections that restore 
power to voters.

Candidates are incentivized to work 
together in the hopes of earning voters’ 
backup choices. Issues, rather than personal 
attacks, take center stage. Republicans 
and Democrats will share districts, creating 
incentives for the parties to work together in 
their constituents’ interests.

To learn more about the Fair Representation 
Act, visit www.FairRepAct.com. To learn more 
about our work, visit www.FairVote.org.


