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The Takoma Park Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 2015-43, pa ed July 27, 2015.  

 Section 606 Election of Mayor and Councilmembers 

(a)    On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every odd-numbered year, the qualified voters of 

the City shall elect its governing body of seven (7) members. Six (6) of these members are elected by ward and are 

called Councilmembers, and one (1) is elected at large and is called Mayor. Each of those elected shall reside in the 

City and be voters of the City, and in the case of the Councilmembers, be residents of the areas from which they are 

so elected consistent with the provisions of Section 304, Article III of this Charter. 

(b)    The candidate receiving a majority of votes for Mayor shall be declared elected. The candidate for Council 

receiving a majority of votes in each ward shall be declared elected. 

(c)    An instant runoff voting system shall be used in order to elect the Mayor and Councilmembers with a 

majority of votes by allowing voters to rank candidates in order of choice. Instructions on instant runoff voting 

provided to voters shall conform substantially to the following specifications, although subject to modification based 

on ballot design and voting system: “Vote for candidates by indicating your first-choice candidate, your 

second-choice candidate, and so on. Indicate your first choice by marking the number ‘1’ beside a candidate’s name, 

your second choice by marking the number ‘2’ beside that candidate’s name, your third choice by marking the 

number ‘3,’ and so on, for as many choices as you wish. You are free to rank only one candidate, but ranking 

additional candidates cannot help defeat your first-choice candidate. Do not mark the same number beside more than 

one candidate. Do not skip numbers.” 

(d)    The first choice marked on each ballot shall be counted initially by the judges of election as one vote. If any 

candidate receives a majority of the first choices, that candidate shall be declared elected. 

(e)    If no candidate receives a majority of first choices, the judges of election shall conduct an instant runoff 

consisting of additional rounds of ballot counting. In every round of counting, each ballot is counted as one vote for 

that ballot’s highest ranked advancing candidate. “Advancing candidate” means a candidate for that office who has 

not been eliminated. A candidate receiving a majority of valid votes in a round shall be declared elected. If no 

candidate receives a majority of valid votes in a round, the candidate with the fewest votes shall be eliminated, and 

all ballots shall be recounted. This process of eliminating the candidate with the fewest votes and recounting all 

ballots shall continue until one candidate receives a majority of the valid votes in a round. 

(f)    To facilitate ballot counting in any round, the judges of election may eliminate all candidates with no 

mathematical chance of winning. A candidate has no mathematical chance of winning if the sum total of all votes 

credited to that candidate and all candidates with fewer votes is less than the number of votes credited to the 

candidate with the next greatest number of votes. 

(g)    If a ballot has no more available choices ranked on it, that ballot shall be declared “exhausted” and not 

counted in that round or any subsequent round. Ballots skipping one number shall be counted for that voter’s next 

clearly indicated choice, but ballots skipping more than one number shall be declared exhausted when this skipping 

of numbers is reached. Ballots with two or more of the same number shall be declared exhausted when such 

duplicate rankings are reached unless only one of the candidates with the duplicate ranking is an advancing 

candidate. 

(h)    In the event of a tie that affects the outcome of the election, the tie shall be broken by comparing the votes of 

the tied candidates in the previous rounds of counting, starting with the count immediately preceding the round in 

which the tie occurs. If one of the tied candidates had more votes than the remaining tied candidates in the preceding 

round or an earlier round of counting, then that candidate shall advance and the others shall be eliminated. If the 

candidates were tied in each preceding round, then the tie shall be resolved by lot. In the event that this tie occurs 

between or among all remaining candidates, then a runoff election between or among the tied candidates shall be 

held within forty-five (45) days after the date of the election. 

(i)    The Council may modify the form of the ballots, the instructions to voters, and the details with respect to the 

method of marking, sorting, counting, invalidating, and retaining ballots and the tabulating and recounting of votes 

pursuant to this section, provided that no change shall be made that will alter the intent or principles of instant runoff 

voting as set forth in this section. 

(Res. No. 2013-1, § 1, 5-13-13) 


