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COUNCIL BILL NO. _18-037
ORDINANCE NO. _ 2361

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAS CRUCES MUNICIPAL CODE TO INCLUDE
CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE |, SECTION 15, TO CHOOSE A RANKED-CHOICE RUNOFF
ELECTION PURSUANT TO SECTION 29 D. OF HOUSE BILL 98 FROM THE 2018
NEW MEXICO REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION.
The City Council is informed that:

WHEREAS, the New Mexico legislature passed House Bill 98, as amended, on
March 7, 2018, which enacted the Local Elections Act (the “LEA”); and

WHEREAS, the LEA standardizes the administration and procedures in most local
elections throughout the state of New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, the LEA permits municipalities to opt in and allow the county to
conduct local elections; or the municipality may opt to continue to conduct their own
elections pursuant to the LEA; and

WHEREAS, if the municipality opts in and has a preexisting ordinance thatgoverns
runoff elections, the municipality must then choose either a top-two runoff election option
or a ranked-choice runoff election option, provided by the LEA: and

WHEREAS, the ranked-choice runoff option requires a lower annual assessment
fee, does not require an additional election for a runoff, and provides voters with more
choices; and |

WHEREAS, the City Council held a work session on House Bill 98 and was
informed that the LEA preempts the City Charter and the Election Code of Las Cruces,
and was provided information regarding the City’s options under LEA:; and

WHEREAS, the City Council determined to opt in to the LEA because a ranked-

choice runoff election provides cost savings to the City; and
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WHEREAS, the City desires to minimize the annual election fund assessment as
required by the LEA on an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance fulfills the opt in actions to the LEA and
selects the ranked-choice runoff election option of the LEA;

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Ordained by The Governing Body of the City of
Las Cruces;

(1)

THAT a new Chapter 8, Article |, Section 15 of the Las Cruces Municipal Code is
hereby created to read as follows:

“Section 8-15. Ranked-Choice Runoff Election.

A. The City of Las Cruces chooses a ranked-choice runoff election pursuant
to House Bill 98, as amended, Section 29 A(2), C and D which will preempt any existing
City Ordinance of City Charter provision governing the same, until such time the City
chooses to opt out of the LEA by action of the City Council.

B. Ranked-choice voting will commence with the regular municipal election in
November 2019 and all subsequent elections.

C. A ranked-choice runoff election shall be conducted on the same ballot as
the regular City election to allow the voter to rank the candidates for an office in the voter's
preferred order.

D. The secretary of state will issue rules that will govern the top-two and
ranked-choice runoff elections.

E. The effective date of this ordinance shall be July 1, 2018. A certified copy

of this ordinance shall be filed with the New Mexico Secretary of State by the City Clerk
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no later than January 30 of the year in which the next regular local election is scheduled
pursuant to the Local Election Act.”
(I
THAT City staff is hereby authorized to do all deeds as necessary in the

accomplishment of the herein above.

DONE AND APPROVED this day of , 20
APPROVED:
Mayor
ATTEST:
City Clerk
VOTE:
Mayor Miyagishima:
(SEAL) Councillor Gandara:

Councillor Smith:
Councillor Vasquez:
Councillor Eakman:
Moved by: Councillor Sorg:
Councillor Flores:

T

Seconded by:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney



