
 An official website of the City of Boston. Here's how you know 

BUILDING EMISSIONS REDUCTION AND DISCLOSURE

Boston’s Building Emissions Reduction and Disclosure Ordinance (BERDO) sets requirements for large existing

buildings to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions over time. 

PAGE SECTIONS
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DEADLINES

▸APR 1: 2026 LONG-TERM HARDSHIP

▸MAY 15: ANNUAL REPORTING

▸SEP 1: 2026 BUILDING PORTFOLIOS AND INDIVIDUAL COMPLIANCE SCHEDULES

▸OCT 1: 2026 SHORT-TERM HARDSHIP

↗  RETROFIT RESOURCE HUB (/NODE/15061931)

↗  BERDO REVIEW BOARD

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENT/BERDO-REVIEW-

BOARD)

↗  EQUITABLE EMISSIONS FUND (HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/ENVIRONMENT-AND-

ENERGY/EQUITABLE-EMISSIONS-INVESTMENT-FUND)

↗  BERDO EMISSIONS CALCULATOR (HTTPS://BERDOCALCULATOR.TOUCHSTONEIQ.COM/)

↗  APPLY FOR FLEXIBILITY MEASURES (HTTPS://BOSTONOPENDATA.KNACK.COM/AIR-

POLLUTION-CONTROL-COMMISSION#BERDO-HOME-PAGE/)

(https://forms.gle/Dk6z8xg84aFh5wUF8)

(https://forms.gle/75gErCbETMgm9JTj9)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALLING ALL RENEWABLE ENERGY PROVIDERS IN BOSTON

We released a new RFI to identify renewable energy providers who are offering BERDO eligible services.

Respond here.

CALLING ALL BUILDING SCIENCE FIRMS IN BOSTON

We released a new RFI to identify building science firms who are offering services in the Boston area. Respond

here.
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(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkwIgeQEabbOCJ1g2Dx2jw8IRCOyyQsy2f1Wv9a3DN7mfyA/viewfor

APPLY TO RECEIVE FREE REPORTING AND VERIFICATION ASSISTANCE

We are offering data reporting and verification services to building owners who need extra assistance. Apply

here.

WHAT IS BERDO?

BERDO is a local law that aims to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions generated by large buildings

in Boston. Building owners subject to BERDO are required to report their buildings’ annual energy and water

consumption. Starting in either 2025 or 2030, they will also need to comply with building emissions standards

(i.e., emissions limits). These emissions standards decrease over time, with all buildings expected to reach net-

zero emissions by 2050.

↗  BERDO 101 QUICK GUIDE

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/BERDO/BERDO_BASICS.PDF)

↗  ORDINANCE

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/FILE/2023/12/BERDO%202.0%20FINAL%20AMEN

↗  REGULATIONS

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/FILE/2024/04/REGULATIONS_1.PDF)

↗  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/FILE/2024/02/12.20.23%20FULL%20POLICIES%20

%20CLEAN%20VERSION_0.PDF)

LEARN ABOUT THE REGULATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

↗  BERDO REGULATIONS WEBSITE

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENT/BERDO-REGULATIONS-

DEVELOPMENT)

WHO IS COVERED?

BERDO covers the following buildings:

Residential buildings that have 15 or more units*

Non-residential buildings that are 20,000 square feet or larger
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Any tax parcel with multiple buildings that sum to at least 20,000 square feet or 15 units

↗  BERDO COVERED BUILDINGS LIST (HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/SPREADSHEETS/D/1T-

XKUEDZVLOMF2D-VML3ZTRKLDQUXV-NDD1RKA-MXZI/EDIT?

GID=1462200890#GID=1462200890)

* A mixed-use building or tax parcel is considered residential if 50% or more of its Gross Floor Area, excluding

parking, has a residential use

WHAT ARE MY OBLIGATIONS?

REPORTING (HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/DOCUMENT/D/1BTCJWUJZL-

KFMM_NA_SIO9FM5BU5VWIHDTBAQ8OB3IU/EDIT?USP=SHARING)
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Report your building's total energy and water use from the previous calendar year to the City of Boston by May 15 of

each year. 

THIRD-PARTY VERIFICATION (HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/DOCUMENT/D/1BTCJWUJZL-

KFMM_NA_SIO9FM5BU5VWIHDTBAQ8OB3IU/EDIT#HEADING=H.TNBC48CS8V3V)

Verify reported data through a qualified third-party on the first year of reporting and every "Verification Year"

thereafter.
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EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENT/BUILDING-EMISSIONS-

REDUCTION-AND-DISCLOSURE#EMISSIONS-COMPLIANCE)

Reduce annual emissions below the emissions standard (emissions limit) corresponding to your building use type.

HOW DO I REPORT TO BERDO?

There are main parts to reporting:

1 Report key building characteristics and your annual energy and water use through ENERGY Star Portfolio

Manager (ESPM) (https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login.html)

2 Complete the BERDO Reporting Form (https://portal.touchstoneiq.com/boston/) to provide key

data related to emissions compliance
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3 Complete third-party verification

BERDO REPORTING HOW TO GUIDE

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/DOCUMENT/D/1BTCJWUJZL-

KFMM_NA_SIO9FM5BU5VWIHDTBAQ8OB3IU/EDIT#BOOKMARK=ID.6QAUPRJXU0E2)

SOLAR REPORTING HOW TO GUIDE

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/DOCUMENT/D/1TNGS-VQQM3DG5-

UVAHDETBA50VKVNZVUQSKHVALH0SW/EDIT?USP=SHARING)

↗  VIDEO: HOW TO REPORT IN ESPM

(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/1UESYGCB_LZ1X7X1JXBIS9KOQNWQWMHJN/VIEW)

↗  ESPM HELPDESK (HTTPS://PORTFOLIOMANAGER.ENERGYSTAR.GOV/PM/HELP)

↗  INSTRUCTIONS: REQUEST DATA FROM EVERSOURCE

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/FILE/2022/03/EVERSOURCE -

ENERGY REPORTING AND DISCLOSURE PORTAL WALKTHROUGH.PDF)  

↗  VIDEO: HOW TO REQUEST DATA FROM EVERSOURCE

(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/1ONXYEJ4DFCTUS8EE_LRRZC5VZ1GDIOY1/VIEW)

↗  HOW TO LINK NATIONAL GRID DATA TO ESPM

(HTTPS://WWW.NATIONALGRIDUS.COM/MEDIA/PDFS/LANDLORDS-PROPERTY-

MANAGERS/NATIONAL-GRID-USERS-GUIDE-TO-UPLOADING-AGGREGATE-DATA.PDF)

HOW DO I COMPLY WITH THIRD-PARTY

VERIFICATION?

2022

2026

2031

2036

2041

2046

You must hire a third-party qualified energy professional to verify your reported data. Third-party verification is

required for the first year of reporting and every "Verification Year" thereafter. Verification Years include:
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2051

↗  FIND A THIRD-PARTY VERIFIER (RESPONSES TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION)

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/SPREADSHEETS/D/1LAHHTGPYHM-

FUAJJOJQEBJPGCBMDG5SIINOZ8U6QQ_Y/EDIT#GID=0)

↗  HOW TO GUIDE FOR THIRD-PARTY VERIFIERS

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/DOCUMENT/D/1EDEZIBQVJYQHAAJ5EVB3RLFZOYCE6BEFUZ2MWYCHA

USP=SHARING)

HOW DO I PLAN FOR EMISSIONS

COMPLIANCE?

1. Determine your first emissions compliance year

2. Identify your emissions standard

3. Understand your emissions

4. Explore compliance mechanisms and flexibility measures

BERDO Emissions Calculator (https://berdocalculator.touchstoneiq.com/)

Retrofit Resource Hub
(/departments/environment/berdo/retrofit-

resource-hub)

BERDO

Compliance

Guide

(https://docs.google.com/document/d/19fewKPA4LOwNGvrr4l5tAZCCx2ODOeEBl09XaDVp9gA/

usp=sharing)
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BERDO

Condo

Handbook

(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BjFjhz9DGusIquB54GtSr7mTy0VIDXmg/edit?

usp=sharing&ouid=101873922746670972503&rtpof=true&sd=true)

Flexibility Measures

Application Portal

(https://bostonopendata.knack.com/air-

pollution-control-commission#berdo-home-

page/)

BERDO

Emissions

Factors

List

(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bIfWwuPSBevuTFo6T6iQkLYYIybWLdSjPa-

JGKDnFeA/edit?usp=sharing)

FIND A

BUILDING

SCIENCE

FIRM

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/SPREADSHEETS/D/1V10BWRKLCEECSVILZOPNFAYXIRHQL9N3SE_NO4

RESOURCEKEY=&GID=105955897#GID=105955897&FVID=788954067)

FIND A RENEWABLE ENERGY

PROVIDER

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/SPREADSHEETS/D/1AVB5LLQ6L0ZATYIFYOMLAVXXNEIC

7ZZOGC/EDIT)

FIND A THIRD-PARTY

VERIFIER

(HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/SPREADSHEETS/D/1LAHHTGPYHM-

FUAJJOJQEBJPGCBMDG5SIINOZ8U6QQ_Y/EDIT?GID=0#GID=0)

↗  SCHEDULE A BUILDING CONSULTATION 

(HTTPS://CALENDLY.COM/DIMA_CITYOFBOSTON/45MIN)

If you have already reported your data to BERDO, you can schedule a free one-on-one virtual building emissions

consultation with us to help you understand your current emissions and compliance options.
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↗  REGISTER FOR OFFICE HOURS ON EMISSIONS COMPLIANCE

(HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/MEETING/REGISTER/TZUVD-2GRDKTG9ADMIHLNV-

WTLJ2JVYDT-ON#/REGISTRATION)  

The BERDO team hosts weekly virtual office hours focused on emissions compliance. Office hours are held

weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m. on Zoom. 

BERDO Compliance - Office Hours

Description The BERDO Team holds virtual office hours at this time.

During these sessions, a BERDO team member will be available to address 

questions or concerns you may have regarding your building's BERDO 

Compliance.

Date & Time Please choose only one meeting to attend.

Time shows in 

Mar 14, 2025 09:00



Central Time (US and Canada)

 (https://us02web.zoom.us/) Support (https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us) English 

QUICK GUIDES
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BERDO 101 (https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_Basics.pdf)

Emissions

Compliance
(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_EmissionsCompliance.pdf)

BERDO

Flexibility

Measures

(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_FlexibilityMeasures.pdf)

Building

Decarbonization
(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_BuildingDecarbonization.pdf)

Renewable

Energy
(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_RenewableEnergy.pdf)

BERDO

Review

Board

(https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/berdo/BERDO_ReviewBoard.pdf)

LIBRARY

Compliance Resources

Detailed guides for reporting, third-party verification, and emissions compliance

Forms and Templates

Forms and templates for flexibility applications and other key BERDO procedures

Technical Methods Behind BERDO

Technical documents for the design of BERDO emissions standards and emissions factors

DATA DISCLOSURE
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The City of Boston is required to annually disclose BERDO reported data from the previous year. 

Future data disclosures will report on metrics related to environmental justice and the equitable implementation

of BERDO. Staff, in collaboration with community members, are identifying appropriate metrics to track and

report on over time. Initial research has been conducted to evaluate options for the development of

environmental justice metrics for BERDO and has been summarized in a memo.

↗  2024 DATA DISCLOSURE (HTTPS://DATA.BOSTON.GOV/DATASET/BUILDING-EMISSIONS-

REDUCTION-AND-DISCLOSURE-ORDINANCE/RESOURCE/87521565-7F15-4B8D-A225-

AC4DF9E3F309)

↗  SEARCH PRIOR DATA DISCLOSURES (HTTPS://DATA.BOSTON.GOV/DATASET/BUILDING-

EMISSIONS-REDUCTION-AND-DISCLOSURE-ORDINANCE)

↗  BERDO EQUITY METRICS MEMO (/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/FILE/2022/11/BERDO

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE METRICS MEMO_0.PDF)

EVENTS

BERDO Review Board Public Meeting

(https://www.boston.gov/public-notices/16357426)

BERDO Webinar: Launch Of 2025 BERDO Reporting And

Emissions Compliance

(https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-launch-2025-berdo-reporting-and-emissions-

compliance)

In-Person BERDO Workshop: Chinatown, Downtown, North

End, Beacon Hill, West End

(https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop-chinatown-downtown-north-end-

beacon-hill-west-end)

In-Person BERDO Workshop: South Boston and Seaport

(https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop-south-boston-and-seaport)

MAR

10

MAR

12

MAR

26

MAR

27
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https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2022/11/BERDO%20Environmental%20Justice%20Metrics%20Memo_0.pdf
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https://www.boston.gov/calendar/person-berdo-workshop-chinatown-downtown-north-end-beacon-hill-west-end
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https://www.boston.gov/


BERDO Webinar: Renewable Energy

(https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-renewable-energy)

BERDO Webinar: Condo Associations and BERDO

Compliance

(https://www.boston.gov/calendar/berdo-webinar-condo-associations-and-berdo-compliance)

APR

2

APR

8

PREVIOUS EVENTS

2025 Webinars

Slides and recordings from BERDO Webinars

2024 Webinars

Slides and recordings from BERDO and Retrofit Resource Hub Webinars

2022 Webinars

Slides and recordings from BERDO and Retrofit Resource Hub webinars

Sign up to receive updates on BERDO from the Environment

Department. 

AFTER CLICKING "SIGN UP", YOU MUST CONFIRM YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS. OTHERWISE, YOU WILL NOT BE

ABLE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER.

SIGN UP

NEWSLETTER

ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

Email address

ZIP CODE

Zip Code

MENU
(/)
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TEAM

HANNAH PAYNE

Director of Carbon Neutrality
(/departments/environment/hannah-payne)

AIDAN CALLAN

BERDO Program Manager
(/departments/environment/aidan-callan)

CLAUDIA DIEZMARTÍNEZ,

PH.D.

Policy and Equity Advisor

(/departments/environment/claudia-diezmartinez-

phd)

DIANA VASQUEZ

BERDO Review Board Manager
(/departments/environment/diana-vasquez)

ZENGEL CHIN

BERDO Review Board Assistant
(/departments/environment/zengel-chin)

LUCY CORLETT

Building Decarbonization Fellow
(/departments/environment/lucy-corlett)

WHO'S INVOLVED:

(/departments/environment)

ENVIRONMENT

617-635-3850

MENU
(/)
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Email or call Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ENERGYREPORTING@BOSTON.GOV (MAILTO:ENERGYREPORTING@BOSTON.GOV)

617-635-3850 (TEL:617-635-3850) X5

DEADLINES

▸APR 1: 2026 LONG-TERM HARDSHIP

▸MAY 15: ANNUAL REPORTING

▸SEP 1: 2026 BUILDING PORTFOLIOS AND INDIVIDUAL COMPLIANCE SCHEDULES

▸OCT 1: 2026 SHORT-TERM HARDSHIP

↗  RETROFIT RESOURCE HUB (/NODE/15061931)

↗  BERDO REVIEW BOARD

(HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/ENVIRONMENT/BERDO-REVIEW-

BOARD)

↗  EQUITABLE EMISSIONS FUND (HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/ENVIRONMENT-AND-

ENERGY/EQUITABLE-EMISSIONS-INVESTMENT-FUND)

↗  BERDO EMISSIONS CALCULATOR (HTTPS://BERDOCALCULATOR.TOUCHSTONEIQ.COM/)

↗  APPLY FOR FLEXIBILITY MEASURES (HTTPS://BOSTONOPENDATA.KNACK.COM/AIR-

POLLUTION-CONTROL-COMMISSION#BERDO-HOME-PAGE/)

PRIVACY POLICY (/DEPARTMENTS/INNOVATION-AND-TECHNOLOGY/TERMS-USE-AND-PRIVACY-POLICY-CI

BOSTON-DIGITAL-SERVICES)

CONTACT US (/DEPARTMENTS/MAYORS-OFFICE/CONTACT-BOSTON-CITY-HALL)

JOBS (HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/CAREER-CENTER)

PUBLIC RECORDS

(HTTPS://BOSTONMA.GOVQA.US/WEBAPP/_RS/(S(DEN310HNRPQZ2RZH5LGBGSBY))/SUPPORTHOME.A

LANGUAGE AND DISABILITY ACCESS (HTTPS://WWW.BOSTON.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/LANGUAGE-AND-

COMMUNICATIONS-ACCESS/NOTICE-ACCOMMODATIONS)

PROVIDE YOUR FEEDBACK

(/FORM/WEBSITE-FEEDBACK-FORM?

SOURCE_ENTITY_TYPE=NODE&SOURCE_ENTITY_ID=15768106)

MENU
(/)
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