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ARTICLE V. CONNECTION AND DISCHARGE TO PUBLIC SEWER1 

Sec. 25-71. Purpose. 

In order to ensure proper removal and disposal of sewage wastes and waste waters within the region; to 
provide waste disposal standards for the protection and propagation of indigenous and migratory populations of 
organisms and allow for safe recreational activities in and on the waters of upper Narragansett Bay; to ensure the 
proper operation and maintenance of public sewers, drains, treatment facility and other drainage or sewerage 
works within the region; to encourage waste water flow reduction to ensure adequate capacity of the Providence 
sewerage system; and to provide for keeping adequate records of sewers, drains and appurtenances and 
connections thereto; and to set water quality standards within those allowed under the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System permit; this article regulating the construction, use, repair, alteration and 
discontinuance or abandonment of sewers, drains and appurtenances; the connections thereto, including drains 
and pipes discharging directly or indirectly into said sewers or drains; and the substances to be discharged directly 
or indirectly into and through sewers, drains and appurtenances of the public sewerage system and storm drainage 
system of the region; and establishing a cost recovery program is hereby enacted by the Providence city council, as 
provided by the Charter of the City of Providence, including special acts approved by the State of Rhode Island. All 
other municipalities discharging waste water into the Providence sewerage system shall be required under the 
terms of their sewerage contracts with the City of Providence to adhere to the provisions, requirements, rules and 
regulations contained within this article, and to prohibit any discharges into their sewers of types of waste water 
that are defined herein as unacceptable discharges into the Providence system.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. I. 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-72. Definitions. 

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this article shall be as 
follows:  

Applicant shall mean any person requesting approval to discharge waste waters into municipal facilities or 
for a new connection to the public system.  

ASTM shall mean the American Society for Testing and Materials.  

Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD5) shall mean the quantity of dissolved oxygen, expressed in milligrams per 
liter, used in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter in waste water averaged during five (5) consecutive work 
days at twenty (20) degrees Centigrade (sixty-eight (68) degrees Fahrenheit) under standard laboratory 
procedures, as determined by Standard Methods.  

 

1Editor's note(s)—Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Arts. I—XII, approved Sept. 28, 1979, did not expressly amend this Code; 
thus, codification as Art. V, §§ 25-71—25-82, has been at the editor's discretion. The editor has added 
catchphrases in order to facilitate indexing and use. Arts. XIII, validity, and XV, effective date, have been 
omitted from codification to preserve Code format.  

Cross reference(s)—Privies and cesspools, § 12-90 et seq.; alteration in sewerage or drainage system by railroad, § 
19-19; sewer improvement bonds, App. C.  
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Building drain shall mean those drains referred to in Section 1701.0 of the plumbing code of the City of 
Providence and/or that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a sanitary waste water system which receives the 
discharge from soil, waste and other sanitary pipes inside the walls of the building and conveys into the building 
sewer beginning five (5) feet (1.5 meters) outside from the inner face of the building wall.  

Building sewer shall mean a pipe connecting a public sewer with a building for the purpose of conveying 
sewage of any kind from said building to the public sewer.  

Building sewer lateral shall mean a pipe or conduit laid incidental to the original construction of a public 
sewer, from that public sewer to some point at the side of the street, highway or similar location, and there 
capped, having been provided and intended for extension and for use at some time thereafter as part of a building 
sewer as defined above.  

Chemical oxygen demand (COD) shall mean the measure of the oxygen consuming capacity of inorganic and 
organic matter present in water or waste water. It is expressed as the amount of oxygen consumed from a 
chemical oxidant in a specific test and does not differentiate between stable and unstable organic matter; thus it 
does not necessarily correlate with biochemical oxygen demand.  

Chlorine demand shall mean the amount of chlorine, expressed in milligrams per liter (mg/l) by weight, that 
is required to produce a residual of 0.5 mg/l of chlorine after fifteen (15) minutes' contact of chlorine with sewage, 
as determined by Standard Methods.  

Combined sewer shall mean a sewer intended to receive and convey both waste water and surface runoff 
from storms.  

Combined sewage or combined waste water shall mean waste water, water-carried wastes, or a mixture of 
them from residences, business buildings, institutions and industrial establishments together with such 
stormwater as may be present.  

Contamination shall mean the introduction of pathogenic or potentially pathogenic organisms, or of toxic or 
potentially pathogenic organisms, or of toxic or potentially toxic substances or any other factor into a watercourse 
that will render the water hazardous and, therefore, unfit for human consumption or for domestic usage of any 
kind or disrupt the ecology of the receiving water's indigenous or migratory organisms or prevent recreational 
activities in and on said water.  

Contractor shall mean either an individual, partnership or corporation, and the proper agents and 
representatives thereof, approved by the director and to whom the director shall have issued a license to install 
and repair sewers, during the period when such license is valid.  

Cooling water shall mean the clean waste water from air conditioning, industrial cooling, condensing and 
similar apparatus, and from hydraulically powered equipment. Cooling water shall include only water which is 
sufficiently clean, uncontaminated and unpolluted to admit of being discharged without treatment or purification, 
into any natural open stream or watercourse without offense.  

Dilution shall mean the reduction in concentration of an excessive waste substance to be discharged in 
accord with the best available technology, with priority given to decreasing the volume of effluent.  

Director shall mean the director of public works in the City of Providence or his authorized deputy or 
representative.  

Drain: See "storm sewer."  

Easement shall mean the acquired legal right to use for a specific purpose land owned by others.  

Excessive shall mean the amounts or concentration of a constituent of a waste water which in the judgment of the 
municipality:  

(a) Will cause damage to any facility,  
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(b) Will be harmful to a waste water treatment process,  

(c) Cannot be removed in the treatment works to the degree required by existing laws and regulations 
protecting upper Narragansett Bay water quality,  

(d) Can otherwise endanger life or property, or  

(e) Can constitute a nuisance.  

Floatable oil is oil, fat or grease in a physical state such that it will separate by gravity from waste water by 
treatment in an approved pretreatment facility. A waste water shall be considered free of floatable fat if it is 
properly pretreated and the waste water does not interfere with the collection system.  

Flow reduction shall mean reducing the volume of waste water discharged into the public sewers.  

Garbage shall include the wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and serving of food, and 
from handling, storage and sale of produce. It is composed largely of putrescible organic matter, usually with a 
high natural moisture content.  

Garbage disposal unit shall mean a mechanical device used for the grinding, shredding or macerating of any 
kind of material or waste preparatory to disposal thereof into the public sewage system.  

Grease shall mean volatile and nonvolatile residual fats, oils, fatty acids, soaps, waxes, mineral oils and other 
materials of like repute.  

Grit shall mean heavy inorganic matter such as stones, gravel, cinders, sand, silt, ashes or other inert 
materials.  

Incompatible pollutant shall mean any pollutant other than biochemical oxygen demand, suspended solids, 
pH, coliform bacteria, or additional pollutants identified in the permit which the treatment works was not designed 
to treat and does not remove to a substantial degree which pollutant will adversely affect the efficiency of the 
treatment works, will cause contamination of the receiving water or would cause a violation of discharge as 
allowed under the city's NPDES permit.  

Industrial waste water or industrial sewage shall mean any industrial waste product not included within the 
definitions of sanitary sewage, storm water or cooling water.  

Major contributing industry shall mean an industry that:  

(a) Has a flow of fifty thousand (50,000) gallons or more per average work day;  

(b) Has a flow greater than five (5) percent of the flow carried by the municipal system receiving the 
waste;  

(c) Has in its wastes a toxic pollutant in toxic amounts as defined in standards issued under Section 307(a) 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended; or  

(d) Has a significant impact, either singly or in combination with other contributing industries, on a publicly 
owned treatment works or on the quality of effluent from that treatment works.  

May is permissive. (See "shall.")  

Municipal or municipality or any other word in common usage designating a legally constituted unit of local 
government or pertaining or belonging to said government shall mean the City of Providence, State of Rhode 
Island, hereinafter referred to as the city; and also shall mean the towns of North Providence, Johnston and 
Smithfield, State of Rhode Island, hereinafter referred to as the town or towns.  

Natural outlet shall mean any outlet of surface water or groundwater into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or 
other body.  
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Nonstructural shall mean habits and methods that users can adopt to help reduce waste water volume which 
do not require the purchase or addition of any equipment.  

NPDES permit is the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit issued by the director of the 
Enforcement Division, Region I, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Boston, Massachusetts.  

Person shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, group, trust, municipality 
or governmental authority.  

pH shall mean the reciprocal of the logarithm (to the base ten (10)) of the hydrogen ion concentration in 
grams per liter (gm/l) of solution. Neutral water, for example, has a pH value of seven (7) and a hydrogen ion 
concentration of 10-7 (or 1/10,000,000).  

Pollution shall mean the introduction of substances of such character and of such quantity into a 
watercourse such that its natural quality is so altered as to impair its usefulness as an ecological habitat for the 
indigenous and migratory population of organisms or for recreational purposes in and on the water, to pose a 
health problem or to render the watercourse offensive to the senses of sight, taste or smell.  

Pretreatment shall mean the application of physical, chemical and biological processes to reduce the amount 
of pollutants in or alter the nature of the pollutant properties in a waste water prior to discharging such waste 
water into the publicly owned waste water treatment system.  

Pretreatment standards shall mean all applicable federal rules and regulations implementing Section 307 of 
the Act, as well as any nonconflicting state or local standards. In cases of conflicting standards or regulations, the 
more stringent thereof shall be applied.  

Private drain shall include any drain located on private property and not under the care and control of the 
city.  

Private sewer shall mean any sewer located on private or public property that collects and conveys waste 
water from one (1) or more building sewers, discharges into a public sewer, and is not under the care and control 
of the city.  

Properly shredded garbage shall mean solid wastes from the preparation, cooking, and dispensing food that 
have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally 
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than one-half inch (1.27 centimeters) in any dimension.  

Property owner or owner of property or owner, as used herein, shall include both the owner of fee in any real 
estate and all tenants, lessees or others in control, or possession and use of the property in question, or having any 
interest therein, and his, her, its or their agents or representatives, as the interest, duties, powers or liabilities of 
each may be.  

Excluded from the definition of a property owner or owner of property or owner is a mortgagee of said 
property unless said mortgagee exercises his rights and becomes an owner of property or owner.  

Public sewer shall be used only with respect to the main line of pipe which is owned, controlled and 
maintained by the city for the conveyance of waste or sewage from several properties, and shall not be 
understood to include the building sewers as defined in this section, above.  

Receiving waters shall mean any watercourse, river, pond, ditch, lake, aquifer or other body of surface water 
or groundwater receiving discharge of waste waters.  

Recycle shall mean methods to reuse cooling or process waters rather than discharging once-used waters 
into the sewerage system.  

Relief sewer or relief drain shall mean a sewer or storm drain constructed to supplement the capacity of an 
existing sewer or drain by conveying part of the wastes which would otherwise be discharged into and be 
conveyed by said existing sewer or drain. The particular wastes to be conveyed by any such relief sewer or drain 
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shall be determined by the wastes for which it was designed, laid out or intended to receive and convey, as may 
appear in the records of the city or other body under which it was created.  

Sanitary sewer shall mean a sewer intended to convey only sanitary sewage or, if so stipulated with respect 
to the particular sewer, sanitary sewage plus industrial or other wastes, but excluding storm, surface and 
groundwaters.  

Sanitary waste water or sanitary sewage shall mean the common waste water and water-carried wastes 
from residences, and from toilet and lavatory fixtures, commercial and noncommercial kitchens and laundries, 
carwashes, and similar sanitary facilities of business and industrial buildings.  

Seepage or subsoil drainage shall mean water from soil percolating into subsoil drains and through 
foundation walls, basement floors or underground pipes, or from similar sources.  

Sewage shall be held to mean and to include any human or animal or vegetable matter, garbage, offal, filth, 
waste, chemicals, acid, dyestuff, starch, coloring matter, oil and tar, radioactive substances, and any compound, 
solution, mixture or product thereof, and every substance which may be injurious to public health or comfort, or 
which would injuriously affect the natural and healthy propagation, growth or development of any fish or shellfish 
in the waters of this state, or of the nourishment of the same, or which would injuriously affect the flavor, taste or 
value as food of any such fish or shellfish; or which would defile said waters or injure or defile any vessel, boat, 
wharf, pier or any public or private property upon, in or under said waters, or any shore thereof. The preferred 
term is "waste water." See "waste water," below.  

Sewer shall mean the main pipe or conduit, manholes and other structures and equipment appurtenant 
thereto, provided to carry sewage, industrial wastes, storm water, cooling water or similar wastes, subject in each 
particular case to the purposes and limitations imposed upon the particular pipe or conduit.  

Septic tank shall mean an approved type of watertight compartment made of concrete or other approved 
material into which the outflowing sewage from dwellings or other buildings may be discharged.  

Shall is mandatory. (See "may.")  

Slug shall mean any discharge of water, waste water, sewage or industrial sewage or a quantity of flow, 
which causes a surcharge higher than the crown of a normally constructed sewer or which exceeds for any period 
of duration longer than fifteen (15) minutes, more than five (5) times the average twenty-four-hour concentration 
or flow during normal operation or which in concentration of any given constituent or otherwise adversely affects 
the collection system and/or the performance of the waste water treatment facility.  

Standard Methods shall mean the latest edition of "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and 
Waste Water," as published by the American Public Health Association.  

Storm sewer or storm drain or drain shall mean a sewer provided and intended for the conveyance of storm 
water with or without other clean waste waters, as may be stipulated for any particular drain or sewer, but 
excluding sewage or contaminated or polluted industrial wastes.  

Storm water shall include the runoff or discharge of rain and melted snow or other clean water from roofs, 
surfaces of public or private lands or elsewhere, and only such water which is sufficiently clean, uncontaminated 
and unpolluted to admit of being discharged, without treatment or purification, into any natural open stream or 
natural brook, rivulet or stream.  

Suspended solids (SS) shall mean the solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in water, 
waste water or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering, as determined by standard methods.  

Toxic shall mean any material lethal to humans, animals or to aerobic and anaerobic bacteria required for 
biological treatment processes.  

Turbidity shall include the following:  
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(a) Condition in water or waste water caused by the presence of suspended matter, resulting in the 
scattering and absorption of light rays,  

(b) Measure of fine suspended matter in liquids, and  

(c) Analytical quantity usually reported in arbitrary turbidity units determined by measurements of light 
diffraction.  

Unpolluted water shall mean water of quality equal to or better than the effluent limitations in effect and/or 
water that would not cause violation of receiving water quality standards and would not be benefited by discharge 
to the sanitary sewers and waste water treatment facilities provided and would not damage directly or indirectly 
the receiving waters either by physical, chemical or biological modification.  

Wastes shall mean substances in liquid, solid or gaseous form that can be carried in water.  

Watercourse shall mean a natural or artificial channel for the passage of water, either continuously or 
intermittently.  

Waste water shall mean the spent water of a community. From the standpoint of source, it may be a 
combination of the liquid and water-carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and 
institutions, together with any groundwater, surface water and storm water that may be present.  

Waste water facilities shall mean all public facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of waste 
water and for the control of water pollution.  

Waste water treatment facility shall mean any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating waste 
water and for the control of water pollution within regulation of the NPDES permit.  

WPCF is the abbreviation for The Water Pollution Control Federation.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. II, §§ 1—66, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-73. Building sewers and connections. 

(a) Local building and plumbing codes to be observed. The requirements of local building, housing and plumbing 
codes shall be observed with respect to fixtures inside and immediately adjacent to buildings and within the 
areas of jurisdiction of said several codes, subject only to the general requirements of this article. Pipe more 
than five (5) feet (1.5 meters) outside the inner face of the building walls shall conform to the requirements 
of this article as to permits, materials and workmanship.  

(b) Permits required. No person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter or disturb 
any public sewer or drain or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining an appropriate written permit 
from the director. Applicants shall apply for separate permits for sewers and drains.  

(c) Types of permits established. There shall be two (2) classes of building sewer permits: class A permits, which 
shall authorize the connection of establishments generating essentially sanitary waste water, as defined in 
section 25-72, to the public sewer; and class B permits, which shall authorize the connection of 
establishments producing industrial waste water, as defined in section 25-72, to the public sewer.  

(d) Application requirements. Application for a building sewer permit shall be made by a licensed plumber of 
licensed drain layer for the building to be connected and shall be made on an application form provided by 
the director. Each application shall be supplemented with the plans and specifications for the sewer 
connection and such other information relating to the building and the wastes to be discharged as may be 
considered pertinent by the director. At his discretion, the director may also require that all plans, 
specifications and data so submitted shall bear the seal and signature of a professional engineer registered in 
the State of Rhode Island. A permit and inspection fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for a class A permit and of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for a Class B permit shall be paid to the city at the time the application is filed.  
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(e) Notification of discharge. Any person proposing any of the following shall notify the director at least forty-
five (45) days prior to the proposed change or connection:  

(1) A new discharge into the system or a substantial change in the volume or character of pollutants over 
that being discharged into the system on (the date of issuance of the city's NPDES permit); or  

(2) A new discharge into the public sewer of pollutants from any source which would be a new source as 
defined in Section 306 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended to date or hereafter, 33 
U.S.C., if such source were discharging pollutants; or  

(3) A new discharge into the public sewer of pollutants from any source which would be subject to Section 
301 of the said Act, as amended to date or hereafter, if it were discharging such pollutants.  

The director shall notify the regional administrator of the federal Environmental Protection Agency of any 
such discharge proposed as above within thirty (30) days after receipt of notification from the person so proposing.  

(f) Swimming pools. The director shall be notified by the owner of the proposed discharge of water from a 
swimming pool to the public sewer. The director shall have the right to approve or deny the request, 
designate the time and rate of flow permitted, and to enter upon the premises to inspect the project prior to 
and during the operation. If an owner fails to provide such notification or disregards instructions either 
accidentally or intentionally, the owner will be held responsible for any damage that may be caused from 
such discharge subject to the enforcement powers contained in these rules and regulations, and the director 
shall not be held liable for said violations.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. III, §§ 1—6, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-74. Construction requirements for public sewers and drains. 

(a) Building sewer or drain connection required. The director is hereby authorized in all cases where there is a 
public sewer or drain in any street of the city or easement held by the city, to cause every owner of land 
adjoining such street, or easement, his agent, or tenant to provide, subject to the provisions of this article, a 
sufficient building sewer or drain from his house, yard or lot, to and into such public sewer or drain, 
whenever in the opinion of the director the same shall be necessary for the protection of the public health, 
and shall, thereupon, give such owner, agent or tenant notice in writing, specifying the time within which 
such building sewer or drain shall be constructed. The director shall prohibit the maintenance of any privy or 
cesspool on any premises connected with a public sewer or drain. Any person who neglects to construct a 
building sewer or drain under the provisions of this article within the time specified in such notice to do so, 
or maintains a privy in violation of such prohibition, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of two hundred dollars 
($200.00) for each violation per day. Said penalty may be waived at the discretion of the director and/or city 
solicitor.  

(b) Installation of sanitary facilities; connection to public sewer; exceptions. The owner of any house, building or 
property used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or other purpose, situated within the city and 
abutting on any street, alley or right-of-way in which there is now located or in the future may be located a 
public sanitary sewer of the city, is hereby required at his expense to install suitable sanitary facilities 
therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with the provisions 
of this article, within ninety (90) days after the date of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer 
is determined to be accessible and available by the director and located within one hundred (100) feet to the 
property line. Extensions greater than ninety (90) days may be granted by the director to individual property 
owners upon appeal. Said extension shall be granted only when it can be demonstrated that the connection 
to the public sewer system would create an undue financial hardship upon the owner and an agreement 
between the owner and the director shall be enacted. Said agreement shall be conditioned on the following:  
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(1) That the waste water from the subject property not be discharged directly or indirectly through 
groundwater to receiving waters;  

(2) That the property is served by an acceptable subsurface disposal system, as determined by the 
director;  

(3) That the agreement is nontransferable; that is, a new owner must connect up to the sewer system 
within ninety (90) days of the passing of papers;  

(4) That the owner agrees to pay the city sewer assessment charge as determined by the city's cost 
recovery program.  

(c) Procedure for laying out or constructing new public sewers and drains by the city. Whenever the laying out or 
construction of a new public sewer or drain by the city is wanted, application therefor shall be made by 
petition in writing to the mayor or city council signed by not less than six (6) adjacent property owners within 
six hundred (600) feet of the construction or by the city planning director or by the city engineer. Upon filing 
of said petition, the mayor or city council may refer the petition to the department of public works for 
investigation, hearing and report thereon. Before holding any hearing on said petition, the department of 
public works shall give all parties notice in the same manner as required by the zoning ordinance of the City 
of Providence.  

After hearing all interested parties in the same manner as provided in the said zoning ordinance, the 
department of public works shall report to the mayor or city council whether in the director's opinion, the public 
convenience or the public health require the laying out of construction of a new public sewer or drain by the city.  

(d) Preconstruction report, hearing requirements. 

(1) No new public sewer or drain shall be constructed by the city unless the question of such construction 
or making shall first be referred to the department of public works, who shall report to the mayor or 
city council an estimate of its cost, the materials of which and the manner in which the same should be 
constructed or made, and an estimate of the damage likely to be occasioned by construction, taking 
land, or encroachment of watercourses; and if the sewer or drain or any portion thereof shall be 
outside the limits of the streets, it shall not be constructed or made otherwise than by the consent of 
all persons interested, without the same proceedings being followed as are required for laying out 
streets.  

(2) In addition to the aforementioned procedure, the department of public works shall conduct a hearing 
for all interested parties in accordance with the notification procedure set forth in the said zoning 
ordinance, after the estimate for damages and estimate of assessments is complete, but before final 
enactment by the city council.  

(e) Drawings to be on file. Whenever any public drain or sewer is to be built, the director shall make or cause to 
be made a plan of the same, showing the form, mode of construction, depth below the surface, relation of 
the sewer invert elevations to the city base, the alignment and general direction of the drain or sewer 
relative to the street lines or neighboring property, and the sill elevations of all houses to be served, which 
plan shall be kept on file in his office. This plan shall be the basis of the elevation and report by the director 
required under subsection (d) above.  

(f) Construction requirements—Location, materials. All public sewers which shall be ordered by mayor and city 
council in any street or highway shall, whenever practical, be laid out in such a way as to not hinder traffic 
and utilities in such street or highway, and shall be constructed of such materials and of such dimensions as 
the director shall direct.  

(g) Same—Other pipes not to interfere. Whenever any street shall be opened for the laying of pipes for water, 
gas or other purposes, or for the performance of any works of construction or repairs, such laying of pipes 
and repairs and work connected therewith, or such work of construction shall be executed so as not to 
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obstruct the course, capacity or construction of a public sewer or drain, and whenever pipes for any purpose 
or any work of construction shall hereafter be found to exist at such depth or in such location as to interfere 
with any existing sewer or with the building of any public sewer of the required size, and at the proper depth 
and grades, the person maintaining the same shall, upon notice thereof, at once remove, change and alter 
such pipes or other works in such manner as the director may direct. If such person neglects to immediately 
remove, change or alter such pipes in accordance with the terms of notification, then the director may make 
such removal, change or alteration, and the cost thereof shall be paid by such person.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. IV, §§ 1—7, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-75. Use of public sewers. 

(a) Unpolluted discharges. 

(1) All users who discharge sanitary waste water to the public sewers shall take all reasonable steps to 
reduce the volume of their discharge. The director, no later than October 1, 1981, shall prepare a list of 
devices for existing toilets, water closets, faucets, showerheads and toilet leak detection which can 
achieve significant flow reduction cost-effectively; and he shall also prepare information about 
nonstructural methods for reducing such flows. He or his designee shall cause such list and information 
to be distributed to each user as soon as possible. He shall, subject to the approval of the city council, 
develop and implement a distribution system for said devices no later than July 1, 1983.  

(2) No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any unpolluted waters such as storm water, 
surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage to any sanitary sewer other than such 
discharge as is present at the time of passage of this article. All new or altered connections, excluding 
ordinary repairs, to the sanitary waste water system shall conform with the provisions of this article.  

(3) Storm water and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such drains as are specifically 
designated as storm drains or combined sewers or to a natural outlet approved by the director. 
Industrial cooling water of proper temperature and volume or unpolluted process waters may be 
discharged on approval of the director to a storm drain, combined sewer or natural outlet, only if in the 
opinion of the director, all reasonable attempts compatible with best practicable technology have been 
taken to reduce such discharges by the use of recycling and reuse systems for such cooling or 
unpolluted process waters. However, no materials, the discharge of which into natural streams, ponds, 
lakes, or other natural bodies of water is prohibited by state or federal law or regulation shall be 
discharged into any storm drain.  

(b) Discharge to a natural outlet. The owner of any house, building or property or any industrial, business or 
commercial establishment situated within the city and presently discharging, either directly or indirectly, to 
any river, canal, stream, lake or other surface or subsurface watercourse within the city, any industrial waste 
water, as defined in section 25-72, or any polluted discharges described in subsections (f) and (g) below, 
within ninety (90) days after the passage and adoption of this article file an application for a permit with the 
State Department of Environmental Management and the Environmental Protection Agency, and send a 
copy of the application to the department of public works. The application shall be in conformance with the 
NPDES requirements.  

(c) Separate sewer usage—Required. No person shall discharge into or put into any public sewer or drain of the 
city, or into any sewer, drain or fixture which thereafter discharges into any public sewer, drain or 
appurtenance thereof, any waste or substance other than such kinds or types of water or water-carried 
wastes for the conveyance of which the particular sewer, drain or appurtenance is intended, designed and 
provided.  
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(d) Same—Prohibited uses. Except as specifically provided with reference to some particular sewer, sanitary 
sewers shall be used for the conveyance and disposal of sanitary waste water, as defined in section 25-72 
and for diluted, water-carried industrial sewage which is not objectionable as hereinafter provided. No 
sanitary sewer shall be used to receive and convey or dispose of any storm or surface water (as defined in 
section 25-72), subsoil drainage, any large continuous flow of water seeping into buildings or excavations 
from soils or other underground sources, flows of natural springs or groundwaters, surplus from flowing 
wells, the discharges from roofs, roof conductors, yard drains, street or highway drains, or of cooling water 
(as defined in section 25-72).  

(e) Same—Determination of sewer type. If the original proceedings for the layout and construction of any 
particular sewer or for its acquisition by the city did not indicate what kind of sewer or drain it was intended 
to be, or what waste waters could or could not be discharged therein, the director shall consider the 
pertinent facts and shall determine the kind of sewer or drain said sewer is for the purposes of this article 
and what waste or waste waters shall be permitted to be discharged thereinto or be excluded therefrom.  

(f) Polluted discharges—Prohibited. No person(s) shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following 
described pollutants to any public sewers:  

(1) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas;  

(2) Any waters containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases in sufficient quantity, either singly or 
by interaction with other wastes, to injure or interfere with any waste treatment process, constitute a 
hazard to humans or animals, create a public nuisance, create any hazard in the receiving waters of the 
waste water treatment facility, or exceed the limiting standards issued from time to time under Section 
307(a) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. Section 1317(a), as amended to date or 
hereafter.  

(3) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than five and five-tenths (5.5) or having any other corrosive 
property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment and personnel of the waste 
water works.  

(4) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing obstruction to the flow in 
sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of the waste water facilities such as, but not 
limited to, ashes, bones, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, 
wood, unground garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and fleshings, entrails, and paper dishes, 
cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage grinders.  

(5) Any septic tank solids or pumpings.  

(6) In the case of a major contributing industry, as defined herein, any incompatible pollutant, as further 
defined herein, in an amount or concentration in excess of that allowed under standards or guidelines 
issued from time to time pursuant to Sections 304, 306 and/or 307, of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, 33 U.S.C., Sections 1314, 1316, 1317, as amended to date or hereafter.  

(g) Same—Restricted. The following described substances, materials, water or waste shall be limited in 
discharges to public sewers to concentrations or quantities which will not harm either the sewers, waste 
water treatment process or equipment, will not have an adverse effect on the receiving water's physical, 
chemical or biological components, or will not otherwise endanger lives, limb, public property, or constitute 
a nuisance. The director may set limitations lower than the limitations established in the regulations below if, 
in his opinion, such more severe limitations are necessary to meet the above objectives. In forming his 
opinion as to the acceptability, the director will give consideration to such factors as the quantity of subject 
waste in relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of construction of the sewers, the waste 
water treatment process employed, capacity of the waste water treatment facility, degree of treatability of 
the waste in the waste water treatment facility, harmful effects on the ecology of the receiving water, and 
other pertinent factors. The limitations or restrictions on materials or characteristics of waste or waste 
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waters discharged to the sanitary sewer which shall not be violated without approval of the director are as 
follows:  

(1) Waste water having a temperature higher than one hundred and four (104) degrees Fahrenheit (40 
degrees Celsius).  

(2) Waste water containing more than twenty-five (25) milligrams per liter of petroleum oil, 
nonbiodegradable cutting oils, or product of mineral oil origin or containing substances which may 
solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two (32) degrees and one hundred four 
(104) degrees Fahrenheit (zero (0) degrees and forty (40) degrees Celsius) or would cause obstruction 
to the flow in sewers or other interference with proper operation of the treatment works.  

(3) Waste water from industrial plants containing floatable oils, fat, or grease in excess of one hundred 
(100) milligrams per liter.  

(4) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded (see section 25-72). Garbage grinders may be 
connected to sanitary sewers from homes, hotels, institutions, restaurants, hospitals, catering 
establishments or similar places where garbage originates from the preparation of food in kitchens for 
the purpose of consumption on the premises or when served by caterers. The installation and 
operation of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths horsepower (0.76 hp metric) 
or greater shall be subject to the review and approval of the director.  

(5) Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, iron pickling wastes, or concentrated plating solutions, 
whether neutralized or not.  

(6) Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc, and similar objectionable or toxic 
substances to such degree that any such material received in the composite waste water treatment 
works exceeds the limits established by the director for such materials.  

(7) Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may exceed limits established 
by the director in compliance with applicable state or federal regulations.  

(8) Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance which is, in the opinion of the director, capable of 
creating a public nuisance.  

(9) Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor producing substances in such 
concentrations as to exceed the limits established by the director and/or the requirements of the state, 
federal or other public agencies or jurisdictions for such discharge to the receiving waters.  

(10) Any wastes having a pH in excess of nine-tenths (0.9).  

(11) Materials which exert or cause:  

a. Unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids (such as, but not limited to, Fuller's earth, lime 
slurries and lime residues) or dissolved solids (such as, but not limited to, sodium chloride and 
sodium sulfate).  

b. Color or turbidity in such an amount that it will prevent the city from discharging a treated 
effluent in compliance with its NPDES permit (such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and 
vegetable tanning solutions).  

c. Unusual BOD concentrations, chemical oxygen demand, or chlorine demand in such quantities as 
to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment facilities and/or may cause the effluent 
limitations of the city's NPDES permit to be exceeded.  

d. Quantities of flow, concentrations, or both which constitute a "slug" as defined herein (see 
section 25-72).  

e. A potential to contaminate the sludge and contribute to sludge disposal problem.  



 
 

 
    Created: 2024-01-17 13:29:50 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 6, Rev.) 

 
Page 12 of 22 

(12) Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment or reduction by the 
waste water treatment processes employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such degree that 
the waste water treatment plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of other agencies having 
jurisdiction over discharge to the receiving waters.  

(13) Any water or wastes which, by interaction with other water or wastes in the public sewer system, 
releases obnoxious gases, form suspended solids which interfere with the collection system, or create a 
condition deleterious to structures and treatment processes.  

(14) Any water or waste which by interaction with other water or wastes either directly or indirectly causes 
the physical, chemical or biological structure of the receiving waters to be adversely affected, causes a 
health hazard, or disrupts recreational activities on or in the receiving water.  

(h) Options of director relative to receiving restricted wastes. If any waters or wastes are discharged or are 
proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the 
characteristics enumerated in subsection (g) above, and which, in the judgment of the director, may have a 
deleterious effect upon the waste water facilities, processes, equipment or receiving waters, or which 
otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the director may:  

(1) Reject the wastes,  

(2) Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers,  

(3) Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge, and/or  

(4) Require payment to cover added cost of handling and treating the waste.  

If the director permits the pretreatment or equalization waste flows, the design and installation of the plants 
and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the director and/or other regulatory agencies. Said 
review and approval shall include an analysis of whether all practical methods, compatible with the particular 
processes involved, have been taken to include a water recycling system and/or other flow reduction measures in 
the pretreatment or equalization system.  

(i) Excluding polluted discharges from public sewers. In determining whether any waste discharged or proposed 
to be discharged into any public sewer or drain would have a deleterious effect as described in subsection (h) 
above, and therefore, should be excluded from the public sewers, consideration shall be given to the 
quantity, time or times of discharge; rate and manner of discharge; dilution; the biological, chemical and 
physical composition of the waste water in question; the size of the sewer or drain into which it is or is to be 
discharged; the probable quantity of other sewage or objectionable wastes in said sewer or drain at the time 
of discharge; the effects on the receiving waters and other pertinent facts. Minute quantities of a waste 
which would be objectionable in larger quantity may be permitted upon specific permission of the director if 
sufficiently diluted when and as discharged, or if the quantity discharged is very small in comparison to the 
receiving sewer and the flow therein at the time of discharge. Any permission to discharge minute quantities 
of an otherwise excluded waste shall be revocable at any time by the director.  

(j) Pretreatment. Where necessary, in the opinion of the director, the owner shall, at his expense, provide such 
preliminary treatment as may be necessary to reduce such objectionable characteristics or constituents to 
within the maximum limits provided for in this section, or to control the quantities and rates of discharge of 
such waters or waste waters. Plans, specifications and any other pertinent information relating to proposed 
preliminary treatment facilities shall be submitted to the director for review and approval; and no 
construction of such facilities shall be commenced until said approval is obtained in writing, provided that 
such agreements do not contravene any requirements of existing federal laws and are compatible with any 
user charge and industrial cost recovery system in effect.  

(k) Equipment to prevent prohibited wastes from discharge into public sewer. In all premises where wastes or 
substances specified to be excluded from sewers or drains by this article are customarily present and liable 
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to be discharged directly or indirectly into any public sewer or drain, suitable and sufficient piping layouts, oil 
or grease traps or separators, screens, sedimentation chambers, diluting devices, storage and regulating, 
treatment, cooling or condensing equipment and similar devices or equipment shall be provided, maintained 
and operated, as required by the director to ensure that no waste, substance or water required to be 
excluded from said sewer or drain shall be discharged thereinto in violation of the requirements of this 
article.  

(l) Accessibility, operation and maintenance of pretreatment facilities—Generally. Where preliminary treatment 
or flow equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in a 
condition satisfactory to the director and be effectively operated by the owner at the owner's expense.  

(m) Same—Grease, oil, sand traps. Grease, oil and sand removal facilities (traps, etc.) shall be provided when, in 
the opinion of the director, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing floatable 
grease in excessive amounts, as specified in this section under subsection (g)(3), or any flammable wastes, 
sand or other harmful ingredients; except that such facilities shall not be required for private living quarters 
or dwelling units. All facilities shall be of a type and capacity approved by the director, and shall be located as 
to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. In the maintaining of these facilities the 
owner(s) shall be responsible for the proper removal and disposal by appropriate means of the captured 
material and shall maintain records of the dates, and means of disposal which are subject to review by the 
director. Any removal and hauling of the collected materials not performed by the owner(s) must be 
performed by currently licensed waste disposal firms.  

(n) Measuring, sampling and other devices. At premises where any of the substances or wastes prescribed as 
being or to be excluded for any sewer or drain are present and liable to be discharged contrary to the 
limitations of this article, the director may require that the owner of said premises provide, operate and 
maintain a sampling well or wells, a flow measuring device, manholes, catchbasins, or other suitable devices 
or treatment facilities on any or all building sewers or drains from said premises near the point or points 
where said sewers connect to any public sewer or drain. By means of said sampling well or wells, or other 
devices, the owner of said premises and the director or any public officer charged with the duty of 
supervising the disposal of waste waters may secure samples of or examine the wastes and waste waters 
discharged into said public sewer and measure the quantities thereof for the purpose of ascertaining the 
compliance or noncompliance with the requirements of this article. All such devices and facilities shall be 
installed by the owner at his expense and in accordance with plans approved by the director, and shall be 
maintained by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times.  

(o) Description of pretreatment facilities and measuring or sampling devices in building sewer permit. To 
facilitate compliance with the requirements of this section, the director shall require the owner applying for 
a permit to install a new connection to any sewer or drain, or to alter or extend an existing building sewer, in 
any case, where a sampling well, oil or grease trap or separator, diluting device or similar appurtenance is or 
may be required to furnish the director as part of the application for said permit, a plan or satisfactory 
description, or both, of the device of whatever kind it is proposed to provide, and a description of the 
proposed operation thereof. Said plan, description or both shall become part of said application and the 
installation of the device in accordance therewith shall be a condition attached to the granting of said 
permit.  

(p) Analyses of industrial waste waters—Methods.  

(1) All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of water and wastes to which reference is 
made in this article shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition of "Standard Methods for 
the Examination of Water and Waste Water," published by the American Public Health Association, and 
shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken at said control 
manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be 
considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer or private sewer to the point at 
which the building sewer is connected.  
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(2) Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the effect of constituents 
upon the waste water works and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb and property. The 
particular analyses involved will determine whether a twenty-four-hour composite of all discharges 
from the premises is appropriate or whether a grab sample or samples should be taken and analyzed. 
Normally, but not always, BOD and suspended solids analyses are obtained from twenty-four-hour 
composites of all outfalls, whereas pHs are determined from periodic grab samples.  

(q) Same—Responsibility. Furnishing required analyses, flow date, etc., shall be the responsibility of the 
applicant. The director will stipulate the minimum analyses and other data that shall be obtained and shall 
conduct such waste water sampling and measuring programs as are requested by the applicant. Expenses 
thus incurred by the city shall be assessed to the applicant.  

(r) Same—Reports. All industries discharging into a public sewer shall perform such monitoring of their 
discharges as the director and/or other duly authorized employees of the city may reasonably require, 
including installation, use and maintenance of monitoring [equipment, keeping records and reporting the 
results of such monitoring] to the director. Such records shall be made available upon request by the director 
or by other agencies having jurisdiction over discharges to the receiving waters.  

(s) Treatment of industrial waste waters by city. No statement contained in this section shall be construed as 
preventing any agreement or arrangement between the city and any industrial concern whereby an 
industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the city for treatment, subject to 
payment therefor, by the industrial concern. Such agreement or arrangement shall first be approved by the 
director, provided that arrangements do not contravene any requirements of existing federal laws and are 
compatible with any user charge and industrial cost recovery system in effect.  

(t) Industrial user permit. 

(1) Every industrial user shall be required to obtain a permit and shall, within ninety (90) calendar days of 
the promulgation of these regulations, complete and file at their own expense a permit application 
form with the director wherein its discharge is located. All industrial users are required to apply for a 
permit. The director shall evaluate the adequacy of data furnished in the application form. If 
insufficient data has been furnished, the director will notify the industrial user to provide additional 
data within a specified time. After acceptance of data, the director will issue the permit. The director 
may stipulate special conditions and terms upon which the permit may be issued.  

(2) Each industrial permittee shall submit a duly signed semiannual discharge report to the director. The 
director shall establish guidelines which will specify the content of the discharge report.  

(3) The director will evaluate the data furnished. If insufficient data has been furnished, additional 
information may be required.  

(4) Each industrial user shall monitor and analyze for the necessary parameters according to its standard 
industrial classification (SIC) as established by the director. SIC designation and parameters to be 
monitored and analyzed shall conform to approved EPA pretreatment standards and/or guidelines 
established by the director.  

(5) Any person who knowingly makes any false statement, representation or certification in any 
application, record, report, plan or other document filed or required to be maintained under this article 
or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method 
required to be maintained under this article, shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars ($200.00) or by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or by both.  

(u) Intermunicipal sewerage connections. 
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(1) A municipality which connects its sewers with a providence sewerage system shall do so subject to the 
direction, control and regulation of the director and shall be referred to in this section as a "tributary 
municipality."  

(2) All tributary municipalities shall adopt, within one hundred eighty (180) days of the adoption of this 
article, a sewer use ordinance no less restrictive than the Providence sewer use ordinance, together 
with procedures and adequate resources for monitoring and enforcing compliance with such by-law or 
ordinance. All tributary municipal sewer use by-laws, ordinances and regulations shall be approved by 
the director prior to their adoption by the tributary municipality.  

(3) Each tributary municipality shall obtain a permit from the director for all connections from that 
municipality to the Providence sewerage system. A municipality proposing a new connection or the 
elimination of an existing connection to the Providence sewerage system shall obtain an amendment 
to its permit prior to constructing or eliminating such discharge or connection.  

The director may change the conditions of a permit from time to time as circumstances, including law 
or regulations enacted or promulgated by the state or federal government or its agencies, may require.  

(4) Each tributary municipality shall within one hundred eighty (180) calendar days of the promulgation of 
any such regulations by the director under this section, complete and file at its own expense a "permit 
application form" with the director which shall cover existing discharges and connections to the 
Providence sewerage system. Permit application forms may be obtained from the director.  

(5) The director shall evaluate the adequacy of data furnished in the application form. If insufficient data 
has been furnished, the director will notify the tributary municipality to provide additional data within 
a specified time. After acceptance of data, the director will issue the permit. The director may stipulate 
special conditions and terms upon which the permit will be issued.  

(6) Each tributary municipality shall furnish all necessary information and data in accordance with any 
guidelines established by the director.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. V, §§ 1—21, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-76. Garbage disposal units. 

(a) Permit required. No garbage disposal unit, as defined in section 25-72, shall be installed in a commercial or 
industrial establishment before the owner thereof shall have obtained a permit from the director. Any 
person desiring to install a domestic garbage disposal unit in a one- or two-family dwelling unit does not 
need a permit unless the director has previously, by legal public notice in a newspaper of general circulation, 
declared that the capacity of the public sewerage system in that particular sewer district is insufficient and 
that the installation of garbage disposal units is likely to impair such sewerage system.  

(b) Application requirements. Any person desiring to install a garbage disposal unit shall first make application in 
writing to the director upon a form provided by him for that purpose, which application shall state the name 
and address of the applicant, the address of the premises in which such installation is desired, and a general 
description of the premises and the existing sewerage system within the premises affected.  

(c) Granting a permit. Upon the filing of such application, the director shall, within a reasonable time, cause the 
premises and the available sewer system to be inspected and surveyed and, from the findings so obtained, 
determine upon such change or alteration in such system as, in his opinion, shall be necessary before issuing 
an approval of the application. No such approval shall be issued in any instance where the capacity of the 
public sewerage system shall be insufficient, or where the additional demand and service caused by the use 
of such garbage disposal unit shall be likely to impair the efficiency of such sewerage system. A reasonable 
time in this case, shall be considered to mean no more than two (2) weeks from the date of application.  
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(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. VI, §§ 1—3, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-77. Vandalism; protection from damages. 

No person(s) shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper 
with or alter any structure, property, appurtenance or equipment; or dump garbage, refuse or other objectionable 
material on or within land or right-of-way or sewerage structure which is a part of the waste water facilities. Any 
person(s) violating this provision shall be subject to immediate arrest and the penalty upon conviction shall be a 
fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each offense.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. VII, § 1, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-78. Inspection on private property; powers and authority of director. 

(a) Authorized employees to be admitted. The director and other duly authorized employees of the city bearing 
proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter all private properties through which the city 
holds an easement for the purposes of, but not limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, 
repair, and maintenance of any portion of the waste water works lying within said easement. All entry and 
subsequent work, if any, on said easement shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the easement 
pertaining to the private property involved.  

(b) Authority to gather data. The director or other duly authorized employees are authorized to obtain 
information concerning industrial processes which have a direct bearing on the kind and source of discharge 
to the waste water collection system. The industry must justify any withholding of information by 
establishing that the revelation to the public of the information in question might result in an advantage to 
competitors and would not serve the purposes of this section, and that the discharged effluent is not toxic or 
otherwise harmful, dangerous, difficult to treat, or likely to create obstructions in pipes or treatment tanks of 
the municipality or have adverse effects on the ecology of the receiving water.  

(c) Observance of safety rules. While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in 
subsection (a) above, the director or duly authorized employees of the city shall observe all safety rules 
established by the company and applicable to persons within the premises.  

(d) General responsibilities of director. The director shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of 
the waste water works, the administration of contracts and agreements between the city and municipalities 
and industries served by the city, and the administration of this article. He shall make all rules and 
regulations required to satisfactorily implement and enforce the provisions of this article and the intent 
thereof.  

(e) Monitoring by industry. Any industry discharging into the public sewer shall perform such monitoring of its 
discharge as the director may reasonably require, including the installation, use and maintenance of 
monitoring equipment and methods, shall keep records of the results of such monitoring and shall report the 
results of such monitoring to the director.  

(f) Application deemed consent to section. The director and other duly authorized employees of the city bearing 
proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter upon all properties at reasonable times for 
the purpose of inspection, examination and copying of any relevant records, monitoring equipment and 
methods, observation, measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this article 
and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant hereto. Any person who applies for and/or receives services 
from this system under this article shall be deemed to have consented to inspections pursuant to this 
section, including entrance upon that person's property at reasonable times to make inspections. Inspections 
shall be conducted at least once a year for each industry.  
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(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. VIII, §§ 1—6, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-79. Certain persons authorized to construct and repair sewers and drains. 

(a) Effect on plumbers and others. The limitations as to person(s) who may construct, alter or repair public 
sewers and drains, as provided in subsection (f) below shall not restrict the usual work of plumbers or others 
when operating in accordance with the plumbing and building codes of the city; provided no plumber or 
other person shall make any connection to a public sewer or drain of the city without a permit therefor, even 
if said sewer or drain is located under or immediately adjacent to any building or similar structure; and 
provided all drains and fixtures within said building or structures and all use made of them shall conform to 
the requirements of this article as to what may and may not be permitted to be discharged into public 
sewers and drains.  

(b) Building sewer application. Every application for building sewer permit shall be made in writing on forms to 
be provided by the director for that purpose and shall be signed by the licensed plumber or licensed 
drainlayer. The application shall state the location and ownership of the property to be served by the sewer 
or drain in question, the post office address of said property owner, a brief description of the work to be 
done, and shall contain an agreement that the permittee will do the work in accordance with the local laws, 
ordinances, regulations and permits of the city as those local laws may apply to the particular location or 
work, and will save the city and others harmless from damages, loss or damage claims of every name and 
nature, all in such form and detail as may be directed by the director on the form provided. The director in 
his discretion, may require, as a prerequisite to the issuance of any permit, that he be furnished evidence:  

(1) That any and all permissions and necessary permits to open public streets, public or private grounds or 
property have been or will be issued;  

(2) That the agent of the applicant is properly authorized to sign the application in question;  

(3) That the devices or provisions to prevent the entry into public sewers or drains of any substances 
forbidden entry by this article will be provided, maintained and operated or repaired by this article; 
and  

(4) Any other information or proof pertinent to the particular job in question.  

(c) Building sewer permit. Each permit to construct, alter or repair any sewer, building sewer or drain under this 
section shall be issued only after an application as hereinbefore provided has been made. It shall state the 
limit of time within which the work must be performed and at the expiration of which the privileges for 
construction under the permit shall terminate, unless such time limit shall have been extended in writing by 
the director. Permits shall not be transferable or assignable by the permittee.  

(d) Only authorized persons permitted to construct sewers. To ensure compliance with the foregoing sections of 
this article and to facilitate the supervision of the construction, operation, and repair of sewers and drains 
and the keeping of records thereof, no person other than those described in this section, shall construct, 
repair, alter or remove any sewer, building sewer or drain connected to or with, or discharging directly or 
indirectly to or into any public sewer or drain of the city or intended to discharge thus, at some future time, 
regardless of whether said work is located in a public street or in public or private land.  

(e) Authorized personnel to obtain permit. No person, other than those working for and under the direction of 
the director, shall make any excavation for or construct, install, lay, repair, alter or remove any sewer, drain, 
sewer connection, or appurtenances thereof within the city which is in any way connected to or discharges 
directly or indirectly to or into any public sewer or drain of the city, or is intended at some future time to be 
so connected or to so discharge, until said person shall have applied for and secured from the director a 
permit for doing such work. Such permits may be issued only to those qualified to perform such work as 
provided in subsection (f) below.  
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(f) Authorized personnel enumerated. 

(1) The following may, as indicated, construct, repair, alter or remove public sewers and drains, except 
building sewers, subject to supervision and approval by the director:  

a. Regular forces of a contractor employed by the city operating under orders of the director and in 
the performance of work for the city.  

b. Regular forces of the city or the Rhode Island Department of Health operating under and subject 
to permit for the particular job to be issued by the director and while engaged in the regular 
operations of the water supply board or the department of public works.  

c. Regular forces of any public utility corporation authorized by state law to construct, maintain and 
operate pipes or ducts within public highways within the city, while engaged in work incidental to 
the regular structures of said utility company and operating under and subject to the conditions 
of the permit for the particular job issued by the director.  

d. Any contractor or person who shall have been duly licensed by the director to perform work of 
the type in question during the period provided in such license and when operating under and 
subject to the conditions of a permit for the particular job issued therefor, by the director. Such 
licenses shall be valid for one (1) year and subject to revocation for cause. Fees for such licenses 
shall be established by the director and approved by the city council.  

(2) The connection of all private drains or sewers within the street limits and all connections to any public 
drain or sewer shall be performed by the director, or his agent, and all material therefor shall be 
furnished by the city, and the cost thereof and of the labor of laying the same shall be included in the 
sum paid for the permit.  

(3) Building sewers must be constructed by a licensed plumber or licensed drainlayer as outlined in section 
25-73(d).  

(g) Duties and responsibility of the contractor. Each contractor or person shall be responsible for the faithful 
performance of all work performed under the license or permits issued and for the conduct of all work and 
all materials furnished on work by his employees or agents. No work shall be sublet by a contractor or person 
under any permit issued under such license in any manner to divest said contractor or person of full control 
and responsibility for all parts of said work. Only competent persons shall be employed on work performed 
under such license and only suitable material conforming to the standards established by the director shall 
be furnished or used on such work.  

(h) Revocation of contract or license. Should the director find that any contractor or person has failed to 
conform to the requirements of this article and to the conditions of any permit issued thereunder, or that 
such contractor has not been faithful in the performance of work or furnishing of materials under his license, 
the director may suspend, cancel or revoke such license and/or permit, and may extend the suspension of 
such license and/or permit for such period, or limit the activities of such contractor or person in such manner 
as may appear to be in the public interest after a duly conducted hearing before the director and upon their 
direction. Suspension, cancellation or termination of a permit shall not entitle the permittee to any 
compensation or reimbursement from the city or its agents for any alleged loss or expense incurred thereby; 
and licenses and permits shall be issued only on this condition.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. IX, §§ 1—8, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-80. Offenses enumerated. 

(a) Violation, notification and time limit. Any person found to be violating any provision of this article shall be 
served by the city solicitor or his authorized agent, or by the director, with written notice stating the nature 
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of the satisfactory correction thereof. A reasonable time limit shall be understood to be thirty (30) days from 
date of notice to correct. The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently 
cease all violations and take such action as is recommended or necessary to ensure that there will be no 
recurrence of such violation. All such work in connection therewith shall be performed by said person 
without delay and without expense to the city, and in accordance with a permit to be applied for and 
obtained in the usual manner.  

(b) Liabilities. Any person violating any of the provisions of the article shall become liable to the city for any 
expense, loss or damage occasioned the city by reason of such violation, so that if the director shall have 
caused the disconnection of a building sewer or drain from the public sewerage system, the director may 
collect the cost of making such disconnection from any person responsible for or willfully concerned in or 
who profited by such violation of the requirements of this article and may thereafter refuse to permit the 
restoration of the former connection or of any new connection to the property concerned in the violation of 
this article until the claim of the city for the cost of making such disconnection shall have been paid in full, 
plus interest, and the reasonable cost of any legal expenses incurred by the city in connection therewith.  

(c) Penalties. Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in subsection (a) 
above shall be assessed a fine in an amount not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00). Each day in which 
such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate violation for the purpose of applying the above 
assessments. In addition, the director may direct the person to disconnect or otherwise act to prevent the 
building sewer, from the premises in which said violation of the requirements of this article shall have 
occurred, from discharging to the public sewerage system.  

(d) Inspection of work in violation of article. If any person shall construct, install, alter or repair any sewer or 
connection to any interceptor in violation of the requirements of these rules and regulations, the director 
may, in his discretion, order or direct such person to uncover and fully expose any or all portions of such 
sewer or connection and afford the director and his representatives adequate opportunity for examination 
and inspection of the work. If the sewer or connection and appurtenances thereof shall be found not to be in 
full accord with the requirements of these rules and regulations and the standards established under its 
provisions, then the director may serve the violator with written notice as provided in subsection (a) above.  

(e) Accidental discharge. Each industrial user shall provide protection from accidental discharge of prohibited 
materials or other wastes regulated by this article. Facilities to prevent accidental discharge of prohibited 
materials shall be provided and maintained at the owner or operator's own cost and expense. Detailed plans 
showing facilities and operating procedures to provide this protection shall be submitted to the director for 
review, and shall be approved by him before construction of the facility. Review and approval of such plans 
and operating procedures shall not relieve the industrial user from the responsibility to modify his facility as 
necessary to meet the requirements of this article.  

(1) If, for any reason, a facility does not comply with or will be unable to comply with any prohibition or 
limitations in this article, the facility responsible for such discharge shall immediately notify the 
director so that corrective action may be taken to protect the treatment system. In addition, a written 
report addressed to the director detailing the date, time and cause of the accidental discharge, the 
quantity and characteristics of the discharge and corrective action taken to prevent future discharges 
shall be filed by the responsible industrial facility within five (5) days of the occurrence of the 
noncomplying discharge.  

(2) Such notification will not relieve users of liability for any expense incurred due to loss or damage to the 
public sewer system, waste water treatment works, or treatment process.  

(3) In order that employees of users may be informed of city requirements, users shall make available to 
their employees copies of this article, together with such other waste water information and notices 
which may be furnished by the city, from time to time, directed toward more effective water pollution 
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control. A notice shall be furnished and permanently posted on the user's bulletin board advising 
employees whom to call in case of an accidental discharge in violation of this article.  

(4) Any direct or indirect connection or entry point for persistent or deleterious wastes to the user's 
plumbing or drainage system should be eliminated. Where such action is impractical or unreasonable, 
the user shall appropriately label such entry points to warn against discharge of such wastes in 
violation of this article.  

When the city finds that a discharge of waste water has taken place, in violation of prohibitions or limitations 
of this article, or the provisions of a waste water discharge permit, the director may issue an order to cease and 
desist, and direct that those persons not complying with such prohibitions, limits, requirements or provisions to:  

(1) Comply forthwith;  

(2) Comply in accordance with a time schedule set forth by the city, or  

(3) Take appropriate remedial or preventive action in the event of a threatened violation.  

Any user, permit applicant or permit holder affected by any decision, action or determination, including 
cease-and-desist orders, made by the director, interpreting or implementing the provisions of this article or in any 
permit issued herein, may file with the director a written request for reconsideration within ten (10) days of such 
decision, action or determination, setting forth in detail the facts supporting the user's request for reconsideration.  

If the ruling made by the director is unsatisfactory to the person requesting reconsideration, he may within 
ten (10) days after notification of the action, file a written appeal to the city council. The written appeal shall be 
heard by the city council within thirty (30) days from the date of filing. The city council shall make a final ruling on 
the appeal within fifteen (15) days of the close of the meeting. The director's decision, action, or determination 
shall remain in effect during such period of reconsideration.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. X, §§ 1—5, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-81. Interpretation of requirements; appeal. 

(a) Interpretation. The provisions of these rules and regulations with respect to the meaning of technical terms 
and phrases, the classification of different kinds of types of sewers, the restrictions as to what wastes may be 
discharged into sewers, the regulations with respect to making connections to sewers and other technical 
matters shall be interpreted and administered by the director. Details as to sewer use, sewer connections, 
etc., not otherwise regulated or described by some provision of these rules and regulations shall continue as 
heretofore established by local custom and practice, as interpreted by the director.  

(b) Appeals. Any party aggrieved by any decision, regulation or provision under this sewer use article, as 
amended from time to time, shall have the right of appeal within twenty (20) days of said decision to the 
director who shall issue a decision within twenty (20) days. If said appeal is denied by the director, then said 
aggrieved party shall have the right to appeal to the superior court for equitable relief, provided that said 
appeal is entered within thirty (30) days from the issuance of the decision of the director.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. XI, §§ 1, 2, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-82. Amendment to rules and regulations. 

(a) The rules and regulations set down herein may be amended by the city council of the City of Providence, in 
accordance with the City Charter.  
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(b) Prior to any change in this article, the city clerk shall give notice of such public hearing by publication of the 
date, time and place of such hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Providence. Such 
notice shall appear at least one (1) day each week for the four (4) weeks preceding such hearing.  

(Ord. 1979, ch. 79-37, Art. XII, §§ 1, 2, 9-28-79) 

Sec. 25-83. Illicit discharge detection and elimination. 

(a) Illicit discharges. Illicit discharges to the municipal storm sewer system are comprised of non-stormwater 
discharges that are expressly prohibited from the municipal storm sewer system unless the discharges have 
received all required federal, state and local permits including the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (RIPDES) or is included in one (1) of the following categories of discharges: discharges 
which result from the washdown of vehicles at retail dealers selling new and used automobiles where no 
detergents are used and individual residential car washing; external building washdown where no detergents 
are used; the use of water to control dust; fire fighting activities; fire hydrant flushing; natural springs; 
uncontaminated groundwater; dechlorinated pool discharges; air conditioning condensate; lawn watering; 
potable water sources including waterline flushing; irrigation drainage; pavement washwaters where spills or 
leaks of toxic or hazardous materials have not occurred (unless all spilled materials have been removed) and 
where detergents are not used; discharges from foundation or footing drains where flows are not 
contaminated with process materials such as solvents, or contaminated by contact with soils where spills or 
leaks of toxic or hazardous materials have occurred; uncontaminated utility vault dewatering; dechlorinated 
water line testing water; hydrostatic test water that does not contain any treatment chemicals and is not 
contaminated with process chemicals.  

(b) Right of entry. To the extent permitted by state law, or if authorized by the owner or other party in control of 
the property, the director of public works and/or his/her designated representative may enter upon privately 
owned property for the purpose of performing their duties under this section. He/she may make or make 
cause for such examinations, surveys or sampling as the city deems reasonably necessary.  

(c) Notification of spills. Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a 
facility or operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation has information of any 
known or suspected release of materials, which are resulting or may result in unauthorized discharges or 
pollutants discharging into stormwater, the storm drain system, or waters of the state from said facility, said 
person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment, and cleanup of such release. In 
the event of such a release of a hazardous material said person shall immediately notify emergency response 
officials of the occurrence via emergency dispatch services (911). In the event of a release of non-hazardous 
materials, said person shall notify the authorized enforcement agency no later than the next business day. 
Notifications in person or by phone shall be confirmed by written notice addressed and mailed to the 
authorized enforcement agency within five (5) business days of the phone notice. If the discharge of 
prohibited materials emanates from a commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or operator of such 
establishment shall also retain an on-site written record of the discharge and the actions taken to prevent its 
recurrence. Such records shall be retained for at least three (3) years. Nothing in this section shall preclude 
any owner/lessee from compliance with relevant provisions of the Rhode Island Clean Water Act, R.I.G.L. § 
46-12-1 et seq. or other applicable laws or regulations.  

(d) Enforcement. If an illicit discharge to the municipal storm system is detected, the owner shall cease the 
discharge within seven (7) calendar days from notice. Any owner who fails and/or refuses to cease a 
discharge within seven (7) calendar days from notice shall be fined up to seventy five dollars ($75.00), and 
each day following notice during which said discharge continues shall constitute a separate offense. The city 
also may charge the owner any costs associated with the removal or repair of damage resulting from the 
discharge. In addition, any continuing discharge after notice shall be deemed, and is hereby declared to be, a 
public nuisance and the city solicitor is hereby empowered to institute an action for an injunction, abatement 
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or any other appropriate action to prevent, enjoin or abate such nuisance. The remedies provided for herein 
shall be cumulative and not exclusive and shall be in addition to any other remedies provided by law.  

(e) Discharge of waste. Any individual or other party is prohibited from discharging waste, including construction 
waste, building material, truck washout, chemicals, litter, sanitary wastes or other waste into the city right-
of-way, storm drain or other city property. If such discharge is detected, the owner shall cease the discharge 
within ten (10) calendar days from notice. Any owner who fails and/or refuses to cease such a discharge 
within ten (10) calendar days from notice shall be fined up to two hundred dollars ($200.00), and each day 
following notice during which said discharge continues shall constitute a separate offense. The city also may 
charge the owner any costs associated with the removal or repair of damage resulting from the discharge. In 
addition, any continuing discharge after notice shall be deemed, and is hereby declared to be, a public 
nuisance and the city solicitor is hereby empowered to institute an action for an injunction, abatement or 
any other appropriate action to prevent, enjoin or abate such nuisance. The remedies provided for herein 
shall be cumulative and not exclusive and shall be in addition to any other remedies provided by law.  

(Ord. 2005, ch. 05-56, §§ 1—4, 12-1-05) 

 


